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UMass bets big on a ‘Cambridge West’
biotech hub

ARAM BOGHOSIAN FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

Brianna Malaguti participated in a study analyzing core motion.

By Robert Weisman GLOB E S TAFF N OVE MB E R 1 7 , 201 6

AMHERST — Can the University of Massachusetts grow a viable life sciences
cluster from scratch almost 100 miles west of the Boston and Cambridge biotech
hub?
A lot of taxpayer money, and some reputations, are riding on the answer.
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UMass Amherst
last month opened its Institute for Applied Life Sciences in a new
Comments
275,000squarefoot building perched on a hill. Funded by a $95 million grant
from the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center and $55 million in university
investments, the institute is filled with research labs and student training programs
focused on drug delivery technology, therapeutic targeting, and personalized health
monitoring.
In a wearabletechnologies lab on a recent afternoon, computer science professor
Deepak Ganesan showed off a pair of spectacles developed by his team. They’re
equipped with sensors to detect when
a driver
is about to doze off. “Hopefully, it’s
CONTINUE
READING
something we can commercialize,” he said.
Stay updated, right in your news feed.
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Boston’s luxury housing boom slows down
The epic building boom that has added thousands of luxury housing units in the
Boston area may have peaked.
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Harvard alumni blast endowment managers’ pay
The group took issue with rising pay for Harvard’s endowment managers, even as investment
performance has faltered.
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Home prices in Mass. continue to climb despite sales dip
The numbers indicate the local real estate market continues to be plagued by
extremely low inventories.
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Free culinary training helps ﬁll restaurant staﬃng shortage
The training programs have become a small, but valuable, source of employees
for the local food service industry.
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Uber, Lyft drivers to face background checks sooner than expected
Drivers must be cleared by the state by early April under a new
agreement.

MORE...

Vertex CEO to oversee governor’s new Digital Healthcare Council
Governor Charlie Baker last week convened a crowd of more than 30 local health
care leaders in his new Digital Healthcare Council.
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Spoiler Alert: It makes sure nothing goes to waste
This isn’t about your favorite TV show. It’s about a Boston startup’s platform that
helps cut down on discarded food.
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GE, Children’s Hospital form medical software venture
The two will try to help doctors more accurately interpret brain scans of young
patients.
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Here’s who bought the Millennium Tower’s penthouse
The buyer of the most expensive condominium in Boston is a South Shore boy
turned billionaire.
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Top largest employers
This year, the Globe invited 2,021 companies to participate in the Top Places to Work survey,
332 went all the way through the process. More than 70,000 employees rated them on things
like direction, execution, connection, management, work, pay, and benefits. Winners are
declared in four categories: small companies (50 to 99 workers); medium (100 to 249); large
(250 to 999); and largest (1,000 or more). Companies marked “new” may have appeared in a
different size category on last year’s list.
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City Hall Plaza ice skating, winter shops open Dec. 2
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The events are the first in a threeyear project to inject life into the brick expanse
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of City Hall Plaza.
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Overtime rule injunction complicates employers’ plans
Should employers roll back changes already in place? Should they hold off on new policies that
have already been announced?
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DirecTV wants to be the next online substitute for cable
There are already a few online services that aim to replace cable, but they haven’t attracted
many users yet. AT&T’s DirecTV hopes to change that with a new service announced
Monday.
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The FBI just got access to Twitter data. Should you be concerned?
The move has raised privacy concerns and claims that Twitter is not being
consistent in enforcing its ban on data being used for surveillance
purposes.
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Top small employers
This year, the Globe invited 2,021 companies to participate in the Top Places to Work survey,
332 went all the way through the process. More than 70,000 employees rated them on things
like direction, execution, connection, management, work, pay, and benefits. Winners are
declared in four categories: small companies (50 to 99 workers); medium (100 to 249); large
(250 to 999); and largest (1,000 or more). Companies marked “new” may have appeared in a
different size category on last year’s list.
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Wide support across party lines for raising minimum wage
Voters went for Trump and for raising the minimum wage, but the prospects for a
nationwide increase are minimal.
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Employers reward workers who shop around for health care
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Companies are using incentives to encourage employees to use lowercost health
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care services.
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Her company’s data helps deals get done
As vice president of Thomson Reuters Labs, Mona Vernon heads up a growing
global network of data scientists.
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Biogen faces challenges to its drugs on two fronts
While the Cambridge company is set to report new clinical data on its
experimental Alzheimer’s drug, a European rival is claiming patent infringement.
MORE...

What will a General Electric museum look like?
GE officials envision a museum space that will both showcase the company’s
history and display the kind of technology it expects to drive its future.
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